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The «Théâtre National de Bretagne» (National Theater of 
Brittany), called the TNB, traces its history back to the very 
creation of the «Centre Dramatique de l’Ouest» (Centre for 
the Dramatic Arts in the West) in 1949, which then worked in 
association with the «Maison de la Culture» (House of Culture) 
after it was founded in 1968. 

The TNB was born in 1990 when Rennes’ CDN (National Center 
for the Dramatic Arts) and its Maison de la Culture (House of 
Culture) merged. Its early directors were Emmanuel de Véricourt 
then François Le Pillouër. Today the TNB is an eminent CDN in 
the French cultural landscape: it is also a European Centre for the 
Theatrical and Choreographic Arts; it organizes an annual festival, 
has a cinema and runs an important drama school: l’École 
Supérieure d’Art Dramatique (the TNB School of Dramatic Art). 
The TNB welcomes some 200,000 spectators each season across 
its many programmes: live performances, cinema, special events 
and workshops. 

As of January 1, 2017, the actor and stage director Arthur 
Nauzyciel has been at the helm of the TNB.

A NEW PROJECT
In 2017 Arthur Nauzyciel was appointed director of the TNB, 
bringing with him a new project rooted in a set of three 
principles: “Share, Transmit, Exchange”. Involved in this project 
are 16 associate artists, a research fellow, and an academic 
director: Jean-Pierre Baro, Julie Duclos, Vincent Macaigne, 
Guillaume Vincent, Damien Jalet, Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui, Gisèle 
Vienne, Mohamed El Khatib, Phia Ménard, Marie Darrieussecq, 
Yannick Haenel, Valérie Mréjen, M/M (Paris), Xavier Veilhan, 
Albin de la Simone, Keren Ann, Patrick Boucheron and Laurent 
Poitrenaux.

The new project removes the barriers between disciplines and 
invites the audience to move freely between them. Cinema, 
in particular, has pride of place in the programming, including 
cycles of movies and film tributes directly associated with the 
regularly announced shows. With the new intake of students 
in September, the 2018 academic year of the TNB School 
of Dramatic Arts will begin with a renewed vision under the 
combined impetus of Arthur Nauzyciel and Laurent Poitrenaux, 
the school’s associate academic director. Designed around a 
group of artists and research fellows, the project will enable the 
TNB to provide multidisciplinary training in acting which is both 
open-minded and international.

THE MISSIONS
OF CDNs
The primary mission of the French National Centres for the 
Dramatic Arts (Centres Dramatiques Nationaux – CDNs) is artistic
creation for the theatrical stage. Established in the aftermath of 
World War II, there are now 38 CDNs in France. Envisioned by 
Jean Zay as contributing to the decentralisation of theatrical
production and to the democratisation of culture in France, 
promoted by Jeanne Laurent, then by André Malraux, the CDNs 
remain to this day the mainstay of France’s cultural policy, which 
continues to endorse the idea that art, culture and theater are a 
public service, which aims to make available high-quality artistic 
offerings throughout the land.

It is common practice to entrust the management of the CDNs 
to stage directors, so as to ensure the long-term viability of the 
artistic project by cementing it in a particular region and sharing 
it with the local public. With a focus on theatrical creation, 
contemporary writing, innovative staging, and the hosting of 
major shows of French and foreign origin, as well as providing 
promising creative talents, troupes and the audience with
valuable support, the CDNs remain to this day unique in the 
world and welcome over one million spectators annually.


